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Foreword 


f \ s, a M y Wisi. 
This report deals with the accomplishments of Negro farm families in - 


oon 
thern States. Statistics and examples taken from State annual repo cc Biv 
Seer to the question, “Was the Negro farm family on the job inl 44- 


No attempt is made to evaluate the work in any particular State. th 
‘Sion deals, rather, with the agricultural program as a whole in the S 
where Negro personnel is employed, each State making a contribution 


‘The year 1944 found the Extension Service with the largest rumber of Ne 
agents, men and women, in its history. This may be seen in the summary 3 
Negro personnel and statistical data at the end of this report. The person- 
nel was not only the largest yet, but on the whole the best trained. , 


r 
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ee 


Although t..c war had made serious inroads on manpower everywhere, the Ex 
aa Sion Service. lost only a few of its Negro agents to Selective Service. 
Ae Seemingly the local boards judged that the Negro extension agents were fi. 


an essential wartime: job, so rarely did the number drafted into military 


. ; i ae a t 
Extension workers and neighborhood leaders were given special training 
carrying on the war food ‘production and conservation program. Bach yea: 
4 high goals were set and new records were reached in food produced and s 
BA ah ORS Su th RR a Pus eM NAIC © ae ae 


MF Ok 


State directors and their staffs organized and trained extension pers 
State colleges and in districts, and district supervisors trained those 
the counties. County workers trained neighborhood and community leader 
By the end of 1944 this trained group was handling the difficult problems 


caused by the manpower shortage with remarkable efficiency. 


fe Soe A dt 


Meeting the food emergency caused by the war was the greatest respon 
_ every placed on the-Extension Service. By 1944, food, feed, and f b 
were at an all-time high mark. Approximately 11 million men and women 
in military service. The needs of the home front, in addition to thos 
lend-lease and liberated territories, constantly added to the demand 


and larger production and processing of food. 


Thought also had to be given to the days when the war would 


Europe and the Pacific. ‘Then what? The ixtension Service, as 


\ 


> 


As: in 
Bxcedsion administrators used oan and vision. ‘The ee 
pated much consideration, and plans were made both by State and 
he outcome will have: a vital effect on. the 


at 


) ate home program. for. he. State, as conducted by Negro BES as workers | 

poh improved. Its objective is not merely sufficient food production for 

nediate family needs, but production to the extent of having Bele: products — 
in. order to raise the standard of living at home. MY 


‘ a} 
SE eae 


™m management is tied up in the farm program, as well as soil improve-_ 


. 


ae nents livestock improvement, field crops, and land use plea 
~COrn received ae attention during the hi ae Lig 
, with a Sica, : 


ee and pastures occupied important places in the 
Home, ae truck crops, orchards, and small fruit were ac-_ 
Total ee were high, and eels 


co ae there were 44, 576 home eas in ea areas and 13, 954 


hte 


ae rdet es and in town and urban communities. One home agent 


es growm in Mtg gardens for family essa Home ones rs ‘hy 
fie 5 dle erg families receiving assistance in saving 
The total value of | Pood ees canned and other- — 


4 


(ees used a. fine upward trend. in “the State. Home 

es accounted for 2,821 farm women selling $819,220.00 
ucts during the year. In addition, 1,500 odd families 
1 milk to ercial plants. 


oc: oy Adonis 
poems at $2,773, 287. The eae sold at $209, se 


‘One farmer reported his Reco re for the year © as eaters cs 4,950 
$3,000 for okra, 


$425 for snap peans. He also Bees 60 bales of cotton on 1 60 acres” n 


grew 1,000 Sushels of corn on 40 acres. This man evidently nas re 
advanced class of live-at-home farmers. 


ARKANS 


The Negro farmers of Arkansas regeared their already active live-a 
“program to meet the stepped-up emergency need in the Food- -for-Vict 
gram. To meet this need, 7,354 neighborhood leaders and 9,467 vol 
‘leaders were enlisted ear sate work--3,143. men and 6,324 womena. 
were 15,000 families enrolled in the live-at- home program, which 
a year- “round garden, truck crops, sweet and Irish potatoes, as 
meat , eggs, home breharda: grain, hay, seocuisaie and a Bae pastur 


/ 


oe local leaders. 
cor GIS 


eta 

, $15 families reporting on food pense ae 

Dianne ener aut te. 2, 888 297 eee. or frurts and vegetables wore ca 
ae s clubs pour fhe $11, 888 sot worth of war Wondered Se ; 


production was as follows: 


OO EA ciel : yee, 472,414 pounds — 
BBOCT ageless . 83,651 pounds . 
Sheep... Pe eee - +95 300 pounds. 7 
Pouce ys ecki lara Wwlvobeo O80; poundate. mim 
DEA ec eiolane sie eae LOO nped lane 62s 
ere pee eas .20+383,999 dozen | 

. Irish potatoes... ‘ 33,761 bushels 

_ Sweetpotatoes.......+-. 735,216 bushels © 
Peer tame thas 6 aoe a) “410: Bushels: 

ESOY DANS. oti siad sae Scellanis 539% bushels — 
Canned foods... sever s182, 854 aan 


* 


Stats during 1944 was the 


‘This was in ‘the eed ec tat on: of the Narca home Competition 
a annually by the Commercial Appeal. and chamber of commerce of 
pty. The, Be ileys own a 60-acre farm. in Ora ttenden County. 
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es 


et 


farmers jana their. ‘fonilies took advantage or living in this land of 


Rives farmers in Ploriaa: "igehenne: is” grown. both for making sirup 
r the local and even nor ther n marke US: for chewing purposes. One farmer 
ton ae Adie es ,000 stalks at 33 Sate each AOC, ee Three | 


The merket for both slabs Gale 
oe The improved No. 1 Fuerto Ricdn variety _ 
eerie Negro foome re in Columbia County planted more ean £00 


etrre 


es of swostpotatoes--250. in ‘Bhe Louisiana ‘Strain. 
auton oP both sugarcane and sweetpotatoes is eh iened by a crop 
tai eae is now in its ene year of ae 


ra 


A ’ 


ies farm women and girls of tha! State were very Chet Bey austen 
T° months. There were 7,959 gardens grown; 1,261 families planted — 
rees; and 4,097 berry plants were plented.. Club members owned 150. 1473, 
3 248,408 dozens’ of. €fE8 were produced and records kept by 790 . 
Club: members added 175 milk cows, bringing the total 
r Cows owned ee club member s « taghie aaa Oa NSO 
‘the: ‘following: 


ja uv 


ar Noe ae Poi aa 
a hae conned. 
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In addition, fruit was cured and pickles and relishes were. made 
- quantities. Waste fats were accounted for by. ‘the making of 25, 
soap by club women and earls. elt es st 


- Food products sold included: 


Canned products... 958 
“rosh vegetables sic... 4,778: 
Presh. fruits .2524 ewe e 4a 
Poultry products. 28,645 
BEES eccsosce essere: 18,785 


Sales were also made of ae butter, PiTgsk, cae ee 

other articles. 

through home marketing. 

Wer bonds bought by 107 home demonstration clubs amcun toe to. giz, 

* seven 4-H Clubs bought $2, 225 wor th of war bonds and stamps. — Home 
stration council members’ purchased $300, wor th of bonds. 


G z ¢) R Cred A 


onan women and 4-H Club pirles<oThe: Negra. women and girls of chops 
their responsibility in the farm and. Bee program, Perl One eee ro Te 
res sults that speak for themselves. 


State during the year. Coe eho teamwork among. leaders, 

The attendance at method demonstrations: numbered 114, vos; 7 
gardens ¢ 
served by women and 1y 448, 541 by" 1-8 Club girls, making | a total of 4 


for the ores 


407, 087.68 nN by 4-H Club girls; 

mated the total savings in the State, 
be $868, Ted SAO oto obtain these results, 
tives were set nae ipo eh a 


The food and feed program took in home gardening, oegS 
eae BV ARS and other det 2 Pecat sales ee from 


Ree WEP Ue Key 


It would be hard to find a better description of the activities of Negro 


farm people of Kentucky than the following word-picture from the supervis- 
ing agents: - apie 


"County agents and specialists of the State experiment station, meeting with 
committees of farm men and women from extension commynities in each county, 
Set up programs for both adult farmers and 4-H Club members. These revised 
programs were stripped of.all unnecessary expense of labor, capital, or 
guesswork and streamlined to operaté within the individual farmer's resources 
whether on a large acreage or where a rural femily has only 1 or more acres. 


The object was to raise the standard of living of each family and thereby 
Stabilize our farm population. 


"Under. .the guidance of the count: and home asents farm families have again 
broken all prévious records of production of food and other crops vital to 
our wer effort. In this accomplishment there has been perfect teamwork be- 


“ 


tween the farmer and all extension agencies." 


The State of Keritucky is noted for growing tobe-co. Negro farmers grew 

their share of this valuable crop in 1944. One farmer who operates a 

70-acre farm under a diversified system of rotation had 10 acres of burley 
tobacco, with an estimated yield of 1,500 pounds an acre. This mean purchased 
$10,000 worth.of war bonds. Even with tobacco as the principal crop in the 
State, farmers included in their farm activities food crops and livestock. 
Their objective program was: 


1, A year-round garden to provide a supply of fresh vegetables and 
to +.ve ample vegetables for canning, drying, and storing. 

é. Supply of poultry and eggs for home use. 
5. Hogs for home supply of pork and pork products. , 

4. Cows to provide adequate Supply of milk and dairy products for 
A home use. 
5. Cereal grains for feed for family and livestock. 
6. Grasses and legumes for pasture, hog, and soil improvement. 
\ 7. Tobacco for cash crop, incidental farm expenditures, and family 
he maintenance. 
ue 8. Suprlus of poultry and dairy products and hogs to. be sold to aid 

in meeting war production goals. 

(n carrying out these objectives, Negro farmers grew 1,600 acres of hybrid 
\ vn and thus:added to their food and feed Supply in quantity over the 
\ ‘inary open+pollinated seed corn method. One agent reported the demon- 
S| +tion of hybrid corn under his supervision yielded 23 bushels an acre 
o\ ° the old method. ! 
\ . 
| 


| 
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\ 
f Negro farm families of Louisiana faced their responsibility in 1944 with 
Upercent less farm labor than was available i.. 1943 and with less new farm. 


machinery. There was a shortage of Peed, seed, ond in’ sone soctions, less 
fertilizcr and insecticides, yet they produced 5 percent more crops, live- 
stock, and livestock products than in 1942. 


The farmers of Louisiana maintained a high acreage of rico, sugsncene, and 
cotton. They increased their ccreage of Irish potatoes, sweotpotatoes, and 
peanuts. They also produced nore becf, perk, and milk. They kept 500,000 
more hens than in 1943. 


Hone demonstration clubwonen aud 4-H Club giris.--There were 8,006 fanilies 
thet participated in and met the canning budget; 7,910 fomblies that pro- 
duced and preserved heme food according to food supply budget. There were 
560 victory gardens. The women and girls did their part and stressed food 
production end presérvation. Food preservation by adults was as follows: 


Fruits Vegetables Meat and fish 
Quarts canned... cceceeee 646,851 1,092,640 ' 154,814 
Gallons brincd....wsseccs 32 1,802 8, 500 
PS UNIS ALT STs. cicis sce :s-2 0%0 © 13,892 ' §3,449 : 
Pounds Curcdecsessecevee bg hoe 4 45 ,427 ACE SOL 
Pounds stored..cccccceee 740 568; 122 52,906 
Pounds frozeneseocovcces Tak 2,726 2m 7980 


The 4-H Club cirls were also busy in carrying on their part of the food 
obligetion “2d accomplishments were as fcllows: 


Fruits Vegetables Meat and fish 
Quarts Canned. .....00. 0 85,427 142,432 19,925 
Gallons, brinéedw..ce<cece 20 380 7 175 
Pounds driede .esedees c-ces 258900 6,342 
Pounds CuUredescscecseccee 800 
Pounds storcdeceesssocee 259 69,812 1,029 
Pounds frozenescscosccese 150 100 400 


the war" and "Hunery Men Can't Fight." 
gz g 


Mi RAYS DL BOND 


The Negro farm fomilics of the Eastern Shore of wicrylanc worked under the 
"Pood for Freedom" project. These families had lerger garcens than in 
1943, more cows and chickens; and produced 214,000 pounds of meat, Farniers 


jimereased their swine production by cutting cholcra tosses to a new low } 


reccrd. [ 


| 


} 
f 


For the year there were 1,290 4-H Club embers enrolled and participating | 
in farm activities, They salvaged 214,000 pounds of paper. In four coun} 
there was an increase of 509 fardens among club members. | 


ce 


These ‘groups were stinuleted by two slogans, "Continue To Raise Food, Touts: 


{ 


In southern Maryland, production and food preservation goals were net 
through efficient management of availeble labor and better feeding of farn 
families. Livestock also received saore attention. & more lideral Supply 
of home-grown feed was provided for livestock. Hybrid corn planting made 

a considerable gain in 1944 among Negro farmers. Not cnly were more crops 
grown but in many instenees better care was taken cf what was produced. 

#8 6n illustration, one Parner stored and saved 250 bushels of sweetpotatoes 
and 150 bushels of Irish rotetoes. He treated the plants and seed and used 
better storage isethods. 


Women and girls.--The Negro clubwomen ana 4-H Club girls of Maryland 
realized they had to do most of the form work because so many cf the men 
and older boys had been called to military service and defense industries. 
The women and rirls not only engaged in growing home gardens but in other 
farm activities, including production end preservation, 


Women and girls accounted for the purchase of $12,000 in war bonds and 
stamps, ccntributed ~ol2 to the Red Cress, and sent 100 boxes of cookies 


%O Serviconen, 


In 4 counties, 722 women members in 25 home demonstration clubs and 426 
girls in 214 4-H clubs achieved the following results. from their projects: 


Adults 


CE gas hd Py a 2 a a 31,256 quarts 
OMIT NES Gaal slate bref gist gs eg 58,513 quarts 
MORON CEUST ise a een ea uy 2 £9,257 quarts 


Dried HS og be eho AS Pe mada Me . 989 pceunds 
DRO iviomebaniies Ce cot ila 1,011 pounds 
Prded ment andifishec.t ss \e 762 pounds 


PAE GRU MOR: arbi mien NCH” 67,504 sounds 


Juniors 


Meals PE AMEICL | ei era ileus yoy hued 13160 
SMS OT VIG oe bie’ aly sath oleae 15 L560 


BOCs MIO Vis ele ici c's dl Civica 22,950 quarts 


ETS) SUM ARCA MI iy of 


fhe program for the State was built around the immediate needs of the 
farmers ond was planned as a contribution to the war effort. 


Negro agents guided farm fanilies throughout the year in making the pro- 
Bran a success. It wes reported thet £5,953 farmers made sone change in 
their farning practices; 62,177 had gérdens in the Spring, anc of this 
number, 58,111 had veretables of more than cne variety throughout the winter; 
11,396 carried demonstrations in reforestration, fire control, thinning, and. 
bimber apparisal,: 35,372 fonidies were assisted in conning according to the 
budgets; and 21,604 were ossisted in preventing disease. In Lcd tion, a 


health | laos was organized for the purpose of eradicating veneral 
disease. It was composed of all leaders and reached 36,000 farm families 
through its < aes ene program. 


4 program of good farm management was carried to almost every farmer who 
hed demonstrations of any kind, so that production might be put on an 
economic basis. There were 14,225,farm families:applying strict farnm- 
managenent principles to their production and conservation programe 


Livestock BERG ROR, De Negro farmers showed a notable increase. “In most 

instances, demonst ons were conducted with small Ce to ‘encourage 
livestock ee: as.@ sidé-line for: increasing income and providing ‘a 

better balanced diet. Twenty-seven county agents reported that $302,566.63 
had been received through the sale of milk and butter from farms; 15 ‘agents 
reported eee received from the sale of livestock and $105,117 from 
poultry end eggs. Many of the livestock sales were made at district live+ 
stock shows aN Negro farmers had an opportunity to show their fat calves. 


In Claiborne County the Negro count; agent arranged for colored farmers to 
how their livestock along with the white farmers. This program had been 
in progress in a small way for 4 years. In 1944, there was oa great increase 
in the production and feeding of fat cattle for sale, At the) show, 917 
animals were exhibited and. $22,785.00. worth of cattle was sold. Records 
indicate a 50 peroenk improvement over 1943, and the outlcok for 1945 is 
even better. 


NO ode Dis Cia ie One itanl ay oa 


it is apparent that North Caroline, largely a rural. State, has an important 
farm program. Approximately one-half of the Negro peenen in the State 
dives in rural sreas and derives. a living from the soil. 


During 1944, the farmers were progressing with the food program. This pro-= 
gram included not only field crops and gardens but further expansion of 

the number of poultry raised and number of family milk cows. During the 
year, 3,481 Negro fermors were assisted by the Negro extension agents in 
selling and purchasing $100,544 worth of poultry and egg products. 


Outstanding progress was made by Negro farmers in the State within the 

past @ years by increasing the number of high-grade heifers, milk cows, and 
purebred dairy bulls. They bought 2,107 heifers and cows at a cast of 
pl06,000. The most. important fact in this work was that 47 percent of 
these dairy cattle went on farms whore there ,was not a cow. 


Reports show that there were a larger number of Negro farmers growing hogs, 
with more pigs farrowed and more pigs saved at farrowing time, which meant 
more meat for home use. 


Farm families worked as a unit on production of food. They not only 
supplied vegetables ae fomily use and local neéds but in some Toealitiés 
took advantage of established milk routes. In Orange and Alamance Counties, 
$0 Negro farners sold $é,17¢ gallons of i1ilk to a loeal dairy and made 
approximately 911,592. : 


j 
iY 
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and 4-H Club girls.--During the year, 19,408 farm women were 
ith food preservation problems. These clubwomen canned 
3 quarts of fruits and veretables. In addition to their canning, ie 
ned, dried, cured, and stored a substantial amount of fruits and ie 


the 4H group, . 127 club ee canned 207,04 quarts of fruits and Pati 
les. As further evidence of the teamwork of farm families that in- mah 

clude: boys. ane girls, in 456 organized clubs in the ‘State there was an fat som tae ee 

pe enrollment of 28,861 members. They conducted and completed 41,684 — 
erent farm and home anata Those enrolled in corn projects culti- 


279,695 dozens of efES. 
141,335 gallons of milk. 
Me 36,399 pounds of beef. 
HOOT. G99 pee of pork. > \ 


Dawes 


en to records these nveene people eh ie 8352 Reo of war bonds — 


} 


sarkots.--Wepr farm families rendered patriotic service in striving 


isi De opens Ae poe bat that? TS fai tees sold $16,044.54 worth of 
L vegetables, handicraft, meats, home bakery products, dairy, poultry, 
ak “canned products to their’ city: Nika hs ihe on curb markets. One of these 
Sands in 12 selling hours, sold $1,397.32 worth of Se ea or an 
"age Oo el. 16 a minute during the operation of the market 


7 


Ok L AE OMA 


cae Progran 3 was the slogan of the ee women, and 4-H Club 
AU ¥ ; : eal ae ; fit. 
; being efficient, the, 

certain methods and 


w Being well fed and comfortably nes ies were eee ts in the 


rans d preserva once nhore 4 were “4,861 SaRewey 
gents in 14 counties of Oklahoma. 


Included in the Victory food goals for the Stato wore ‘gardens, canning 
vegetables, BENERE fruits and vegetables, canning and curing meats, 


. improved pou. “ry flocks, increased cee production, and correct butcher n, 
“Of, (form animals. Sith 


ea Tho reports show thet 4,389 families improved their dict, 5,154 studied 
Fe foed preparation, and 6,739 improved food supply by making changes in — 
home food production. This production included vegetables, fruits, Be 
milk, poultry, and eggs. . The activities of these farm people pointed | 
T toward a better permanent farm program. The goals set up were: | 


1. <A garden ample in ee for the family or each farm end a ¢ 
plot for every other family wherever possible. eos 
so ASVArLlety’ of Lee ig : Sue 
- A year-round gerden. - 
; | 
- 4 surplus of vegetables for storage, 
: ‘Better Storage facilities. 


} 
Ki. 


The following record indicates the prorpress made toward obtaining these 
goals: 


aan He 289,295 quarts of fruit canned. 

tae ; 750,581 quarts of vegstables canned. SSG «eee 
160,972 quarts of ments and fish cenned. ~~ ase 
20,592 pounds of fruits’ dried. i) bene PUY 
68,290 pounds of vegetables dried. as a ae 
ue wt 920,374 pounds of: pee end fish oun dy areas tea hae ’ 
yt yb 2,506 pounds of 
ie i Pe) : and 72,5 
Peas 6,552 pounds: of meat 


“and fish were frozen, 


There were 229 4-H Clubs, with 5,914 mcnbers--3,136 Reet hls 778 sue 2 
They partici- ced'in & program Shee compared favorably with, the accom lis 


Y ments’ of the adults. ~ There were 2,136 boys’: 7d girls enrolled an, “victo: 
- gardens. j 


3 4 


SOUTH CAROLINA fo a ein 


ithe: farm men and Sire who were left on’ the farms in South coral nee pe 

major part of their farming time on the growing of cotton, tobacco, 
wheat, and sweetpotctoes and crowing improved beef ca attle as well as 
eras. and pastures. % Peden soe, 
a Poa 
and corn pe contes ae were cS on a Statemwide basis. 
contest, 6 farmers in the 5-acreé contest grew 46,450 pounds 
tton and 16 ,040 pounds of lint valued at $4 ists ee 
@ farmers on 90 acres grow 3,225 bushels of corn, 


The State “Average is. ae “byshols! per. acre. 


ae 68 beef calves that'were valued at (8,442.42. Six 
ie eS) cous: had ea e total monthly income of (420 from the sale 


a 


. 


‘Coun ey prow 284 


! H Club boys. fies, calves, poultry;: ne 
ip anes conn, es Ne and miscellaneous activities we or 6 pes 
ae total velue or these projects was oe 544.72. TASH ee 


Celecnrs: Education, Bnergy, Effort, were in operation by the farm 
om. oe of Deh Bae Gat ene in 1944. i ne ugents ane “ple 


oe 


a year foe 
contoring | World Oe cs these a hdane onion Ueecnnca Coes efforts (% 
i achieved telling results. Enrolled -— 
families and 3,158 urban families. Their | 
: pts rere What could be grown on a southern farm. 
i" ike flea is reported to have grown on half an ecre, enough rice; to” 
ae her family for 12 months. Ceasar Small produced 17 bushels of PE CO. 
or g town County, (314 fomilies grew rice. The clubwomen in the same Pa 
“under the guidance of thir chome ene: ordered 112,000 improved 
ean eweetpotate eee the. spring for their potato ee Sie 


Hit gs t 7 diged 


Ly 


e rising women of Lar sbe Savannah Brees in ponte 
3’ 


ay and 


These const ae 
bur snips, ees race garden poas, collards, and | 


X 


\ 


Sy le farm women S0La: 92, 469 ¢24; worth, and 3; 853 4- a7 
Sol ian a Lor is rose use ieapare sale In niesin projects, 


A 4 


“conserved the following: — LEM eH ES Ee Re 


yee cree es Bs ae 
ay en aimee of vegetables. — RI he shack roy janes gene 
140,121 quarts of meat and fish,. 
Peet lons Gr Mtned fruit .'. ise 
et Oum oubnined, veretables. (i US ait. teen 
here al thouse rnd younds of cured, Stored, ‘and 
frozen fruits , vegetables, fo 


ee 1 Fs 


T. BoM BSS ee 


The Food Supply Program conducted in Tennessee for the fifth year proved 
to be a stimulant to Negro farm families of the.State. This program was 
launched by Governor Prentice Cooper several years ago and its effective- 
ness during 1944 is shown in results obtained by farm men, women, boys and 
girls. 


In Montgomery County, 800 Negro farm families enrolled in the Food Supply 
Progrem produced more than 75 percent of their home supply of essential 
foods. The estimated value of the food they produced was more than 
$200,000. 


Among the 20,595 Negro families enrolled in the Food Supply Program in 
1944 in the State, 2,238 farm families were participating for the first 
time. Ninety-five percent of these also carried out soil-conservation 
practices. 4 

F 
4-H Club boys.--The 7,495 boys enrolled in 4-7 Club work carried projects 
in growing corn, potatoes (Irish and sweet), home gardens, poultry, and 
swine. There were 2,542 boys and girls who completed their projects in 
the Victory Pig Club. 


Ralph Pinkerston, of Cordova, Shelby County, exhibited his pig at the 
Memphis show and carried off the chempiom honors. His pig weighed 236 
pounds and sold for $1 a pound, a total of 15256~ 


Clubwomen and 4-H Club girls.--Adult organizations, consisting of 199 
women's clubs, included in their activities, home production of family 
food, food preservation and storage, food selection and preparation, 
collecting salvage, hone equipment repair project, steam-pressure cooker 
clinic, war bond purchasing, victory committegwomen, nutrition and health. 


Enrollment of families in projects was as fgllows: 


4,918 in home production food Supply. 
4,400 in food preservation. 

5,812 in food preparation. 

3,558 in poultry raising. 


Women in seven counties Sponsored the sale and purchased by December 1, 
1944, 115,606 in war bonds and stamps. 


AS a part of their progran, 4-H Club girls placed 30,000 chicks; canned 
54,229 quarts of fruits and 35,937 quarts of vegetables, and carried on 
many other activities. 
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The farmers of Texas looked upon their responsibilities in wartime 
activities as "a ringing challenge to every American farmer whether he be 
engaged on the battle front or on the hone front." : ae 


f 
- 


the Nopro farmers.were fortunate in having both good lecdersnip ond a 
large personnel. of Negro extonsion agents, in fact, the largest in the 
Necion serving Negro furmners. The populetion of Negro furaers in Texas 
Te oo todimeainiv in the eastern port of the State... This,srea,is divided 
inte three districts served by Negro extension workers. 


The production by Negro farmers for the year of 1944 was large and 
Oavorsii ied.) 2fcin the: size of accomplishments, can best be: realized’ by 
presentetion of figures representing production and moncy value, with the 
Munber Of people participating. To say a big, successful job was done oy 
these farmers would fail to describe the real meaning of what wus done 

by the men, “sucn, and 4-H Club boys and girls of Texas. 


there were 11,154 form homes participating in the apricultural program of 
the stote,) aided oy 21,175 visits from agricultural agents for the year 
i944. -sttending the moetings were 54,066 adults and 17,538 youths to get 
first-hand information 'on how to do best the agricultural job expected of 
then. 


‘The farming activities were in the production of corn, cotton, cereal 
Grops, fruits, potetoes, and vegetables. Asents reportod 53,333 home, gardens 
which played én Jmportant part. in the fomily program. In one county aloné, 
Negro farmers produced. 15,626 pounds of pork. There were 8,212 farmers 
who participated in improved methods of f cding and handling chickens. 


Pie 


im one comauyity turee farmers fed.275 beef cattle, grazing on 650 acres 
of pasture, finishing the cattle off on grain and supplement feed for. 9 
months, end sold these animeéls on the market for (35,750. Many formers 
not in the w»erkoting business reised at least ons beef ahinial for’ home use. 


Marketing .--Through 90 cooperative enterprises, 1,118 members made sales. 
of \ferm roducts and purchases of supplies and general nrerchandise fo the 
amount oF .86,95¢. There were’ 17,559 noncooperative members marketing and 
distributing products, and their sales amounted to’ 51,845,028.-.In 11 
cooperatives 5,755 families, who wcre not members were assisted in the 
WehGhaso end sxies of 1,082,202 worth of poultry products. 


Food Conscrvation.--The following parcgrcaph from the State ru sort gives 

nener sueenen Waar Seer meer eeeeneeeEennNeemmeeed pi ae : 7 it é ‘3 . id : 
statistics on food @nserved by the 58,422 fomilies assisted by Negro home 
agents of the State; 


"Dur ing 1942. ults in 59 counties c:nned 1,582,767 quarts of fruit and 
1,929,417 quarts of vegetables. . In 49 countios adults canned 294,037 
quarts of eats end fish. In 9 counties adults brined 9,231 gcllons of 
fruit; 14 4¢ counties adults brined 53,688 gallons of vegetables; and in 
© counties adults brined 6,845 gallons of fish cnd meats. Forty counties 
dried 59,381 pounds of fruit, 45 countics, dried 228,24) pounds of vege- 
tables, and <2 counvies dried 64,195 pounds of meat and fish. Four counties 
cured £6,900 pounds of vegetables, 2nd 45 counties cured 2,847,655 pounds 
of inests and fish. iInione district whore the supervisory «gent worked 
with adults in 10 counties, 34,084 pounds of fruit was stored. In 40 
counties, 1,654,412 pounds cf vegetables was stored, and in 10 counties 


64,004 pounds of meats and fish was stored. The adults in four counties 
froze 4,712 pounds of fruit and 2,276 pounds of vegetables. Adults in 9 
Counties froze 12,174 pounds of meats and fish." 


There were 8,088 4-H Club members who canpleted their projects out of a 
total enrollment of 10,609 for tho year. These club manbers had 4 gross 
income of (20,709 from the marketing of swine, cattle, dairy products, 
poultay,-cers.and fivid crops,..and from farm Dabor. 
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Food production and preservetion through organized effort made up a large 
part of Virginia's contribution to the war effdrt. There were fewer men 

end women engazed in farning in the State, but the production on the farms 
still in operation was either inercascd or previous production was maintained. 


The supervising home agent, commenting on the farm labor Situation, said, 
"As the war has gone on from yesr to year more young people have left the 
farms to enter military service, older women and men have taken jobs bearing 
on war necds, and it nas not slowed production. Old men who had retired to 
the chimney corner came out of retirezent because their sons and grandsons 
were in the service, and produced more food than ever before." 


There were 16,000 farm families cooperating through organization in 28 
counties. They raised vegetable gardens, poultry, hogs, had milk cows, and 
grew hay end grain, together with improved pastures, to make thé foarm 


operations profitable... The 2,584. local leaders worked with the Negro 
extension <,viuts.in these organizations. Reports show that 8,927 families 


canned 425,022 quarts of fruits, vegetables, snd meats; dried 32,241 pounds 
of fruits and vegetables; and stored 580,050 pounds of meat. These farmers, 
Stimulated by their leaders, purciuésed $50,000 worth of war bonds. 


Club work.--There were 9,064 Negro members in 302 Clubs in Virginia in 
1944. Like those of adults, their activities were in food. production and 
preservetion. The 887 club members onrolled in corn demonstration pros 
duced 54,958 bushels on 793 acres. Club members had gardens with a total 
pcreage of 664 ond grew vegetables..%6. ‘the net velue of 930,113. There were 
4,602 club members enrolled in growing corn, cotton, gardens, market gardens, 
potatoes, peanuts, and tobacco. They cultivated 2,249 acres and reported 

& cash income of »185,436. The 2,823 club menbers engaged in.work with 
livestock had 92,985 animals veluca at 115,040. 


WBS Tas aed SH Ge nce ae 


In the great mining and, industrial Svste of West Virginia where there are 
only 671 nonwhite farn operators, a progran of trained leadership is hard — 
at work with both urban and nonurben families. There were 5,653. families 
who participated in food preservetion; 1,760 nonfarm families were . 
influenced by agricultural practices; 2,449 such families wore influenced 
to adopt improved practices by the nome demonstration ARON Seen aa } 
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City.people, with little available land,.went in for ea rardens even 

if only enough land was available to grow such vegetsbleos os tomatoes, 
tevtuce., onions, and a few greens. Canning centers. were ope: :ted for school 
and community food preservation. An increased number of pressure cookers 
Beer NEOUS Cees ei 
Dir GO} Comin} 526s crop. production receiv red a boost. More corn,: legumes, 
pastures, potatoes, fruits nd otner crops were produced. This wes mace 
possible by liming the soil, aore and better fertilizing practices, and 
better cultivation. .Fanilies on femils -size farm units kept one or two 


Ingik cows; 456 more animals were added’ to the farm animal Un. Meny more 


hogs were saved becguse Negro fom ilies had their hogs treated or inoculated 
for the first time. . 


4— H Club ee Ag he Negro boys end ‘girls in West Virginia gave a’ good 
account of themselves on the home front. Of the members, 945 had: gardens; 


(ge of fruit was conserved; eee pounds of meat cured; 457: club 
menbers: med poultry. projects; T24 partleip ted in food sele phi on and pre= 


paration; and 167 ciris nod 4 victory cloth: 2g pro jects. Some’ of the: member s 
et the wildlars, club raised rabbits to help supply mee o for the home. 
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